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“Responding to the Lord” 

Deuteronomy 10:1-22 

February 10, 2013 

 

Read: Deuteronomy 10:1-22 (Jeff Fry)   

Opening Prayer    

How many times have you ever thought or said something similar to this:   

“I’ve been praying & I’m seeking God; but I don’t hear Him. I don’t know what He wants of me? I don’t know what God’s 

purpose is for me in this?”  

Have you ever experienced that? I think we all have at one time or another. Haven’t we.  

Our passage in Deuteronomy 10 helps address that for us today.   

Our first look at Deuteronomy 10; Moses is once again bringing the Israelites back to the reality of who God is; all God has 

done; how they must respond; which brings us to the thrust of our passage this morning: 

When we know who God is and all He has done, 

our natural response is to fear Him, trust Him, love Him, serve Him and obey Him in all we do. 

As we begin Deuteronomy 10, Moses is recounting God’s response to His prayer of seeking God’s favor for the Israelites. 

We really cant’ go forward without first going back to Deuteronomy 9:25-29 and looking at Moses’ prayer as he pleads with 

God. (Read) 

Moses has once again been interceding with God on behalf of the rebellious Israelites pleading with God to remain faithful to His 

covenant with His people.  

As Pastor Ty mentioned last week;  

Moses’ prayer is entirely driven by the character; reputation; and glory of God.    

God’s commands to Moses were simple.  

Moses; chisel out two tablets of stone to replace the ones you broke, then come up to Me on the mountain and also make an ark of 

wood.  

Verse 4: “The LORD wrote on these tablets what he had written before, the Ten Commandments he had proclaimed to you on 

the mountain, out of the fire, on the day of the assembly. And the LORD gave them to me.”     

Moses leaves no doubt that these new tablets were to function like the original tablets and on these tablets were inscribed the 

same words(The Ten Commandments) that were on the first tablets which Moses broke in anger. 

In verse 5, Moses say; “Then I came back down the mountain and put the tablets in the ark I had made, as the LORD 

commanded me, and they are there now.” 

Moses in these first 5 verses provides a summary highlighting God’s renewed covenant with the Israelites. 

We see the mercy & grace of God to His people & We see the faithfulness of God to His people. 

This is who God is – This is His character – abundant mercy & grace & unwavering faithfulness.  

Before we continue on, I need to draw your attention to verses 6-9, Kent Hughes in his commentary states these verses “are in 

the third person and may be an explanatory addition rather than a part of Moses’ speech. For this reason many translations have 

this have this section as a parenthesis.”  

Verses 6-7; describes several stages of the journey as the Israelites wondered through the desert which is described is much 

greater detail is Numbers 33.   

Verses 8-9; the Levites are set apart for God’s work. 

 Four things are said about the Levites: (Israel’s priests) 

1) They were “to carry the ark of the covenant of the Lord” in other words they are serving as custodians of the tablets that 

were inside.  

2) They were “to stand before the Lord” – which represents official court language authorizing entrance into the presence of 

the king.  

3) They were “to minister” meaning they would present offerings and sacrifices on the altar.  

4) They were “to pronounce blessing in His name” possibly giving the priestly benediction similar to the blessing God tells 

Moses to instruct Aaron to give to the Israelites in  

Numbers 6:24-26. 
In verses 10-11 Moses is back speaking again: “Now I had stayed on the mountain forty days and nights, as I did the first time, 

and the LORD listened to me at this time also. It was not his will to destroy you. 
 
“Go,” the LORD said to me, “and lead the 

people on their way, so that they may enter and possess the land that I swore to their fathers to give them.”    

Once again, we see God’s re-affirmation of His covenant with Israel.  

Moses had interceded on behalf of the Israelites and now He’s is telling them God says it’s time to “Go,” and… enter and 

possess the land that God swore to their fathers to give them.”     

We have some powerful lessons on prayer given to us in this passage.  

Looking back at the end of Deuteronomy 9, Moses is pleading with God, interceding for the people and God hears and responds 

to the prayers of Moses.  
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Don’t miss this point: As Pastor Ty shared last week, God responds to the prayers of His people when our prayers are driven 

by the character; reputation; and glory of God and the will of God is in the center of those prayers.    
When prayer is driven by the character, reputation, and glory of God;  

we can be prepared for three possible outcomes: 

1) Sometimes prayer is the process where external circumstances are changed. (i.e. physical & emotional healing takes 

place–financial provision provided–external circumstances changed) 

Acts 12; the prayers of the people changed Peter’s circumstances greatly, Peter was on death row, the was praying 

fervently and he walked out of prison a free man.  

2) Sometimes prayer is the process where the will of the person praying is changed and brought into line with God’s will – 

His good and pleasing perfect will. Acts 9:10-17: God comes to Ananias to go the house on Straight St where Saul was 

staying – Ananias was not all that excited and told God so – but Ananias’ will is brought back into God’s will and he 

obediently goes to deliver God’s message to Saul.  

3) Sometimes prayer may be the process where the God’s will is moved in line with the will of the person praying God-

focused prayers.    

We see that in Exodus 32:14 when Moses is interceding on behalf of the people.  

“Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.” 

Prayer is extremely powerful!  

When Christ died on the cross – the veil was torn –  

As God’s children; you & I have 24/7 – 365 days/yr access to the Father –  

Unhindered access to God - The maker of heaven and earth 

James 5:16b; “The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” 

That is why our prayers for our “Neighborhood Outreaches” are so essential –  

As we pray this month for Plainview Senior Housing (the High Rise), we believe that God will move through the prayers of His 

people.  

As you continue to pray this month, offer prayers in a way that speaks to the character, reputation, and glory of God. 

God is moving in areas we can’t always see for ourselves. But no question – God is at work!   

Our “Neighborhood Outreaches” aren’t about Trinity E Free Church.  

These “Neighborhood Outreaches” are all about impacting His kingdom for His glory!  

Are you praying regularly for our neighbors? I trust we are! Kingdom work begins on our knees.    

In these first 11 verses of Deuteronomy 10, we see the depths of the God’s mercy.  

Even in the midst of all the Israelites’ idolatry and disobedience, God takes His people back and renewed His covenant with 

them.  

It is no different today, no matter what you’ve may have done, God’s mercy & grace never stops flowing.  

When you and I renounce our sin, we too are brought back into a renewed relationship with God.  

It is our sin that separates us from God, when we live in the darkness of our sin, we cannot have fellowship with the Father, but 

when we bring our sin into the light and we confess our sin and repent, we are forgiven.  

Our fellowship with God is renewed and restored.  

The bloodshed of Jesus Christ covers all our sin – past, present, and future. 

When we understand the riches of God’s grace and the depravity of our sin – we can’t help but fall down praising our Savior, 

Jesus Christ!  

Once Your enemy now seated at the table – Jesus Thank you! 

Remember, when started this morning – with this statement:  

“I’ve been praying & I’m seeking God; but I don’t hear Him. I don’t know what He wants of me. I don’t know what God’s 

purpose is for me in this.” 

Continuing in verses 12-13, God tells us exactly what He requires from His people:  

 “And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love 

him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to observe the LORD’s commands and decrees 

that I am giving you today for your own good? 

What we see here are five essentials in how we are to respond to God: 

1) Fear the Lord your God 

2) Walk in all His ways 

3) Love God 

4) Serve the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul 

5) Observe (keep) the Lord’s command and decrees 

Look at this list: We have the fundamental attitudes of fear, love and the active expressions of walk, serve, and obey). 

1) “Fear the LORD your God.” 

We’ve talked a lot about “Fear the LORD your God” as we’ve been working our way thru Deut.   

What does it mean to “Fear the LORD your God”? 
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We must worship Him as the only God – A Holy reverence for God. No idols for ourselves. 

We must stand in awe of His might and power. – In awe of the greatness of God!  

In awe of wrath and justice of God.    

A story is told about William Penn, the founder of Pennsylvania and his refusal to take his hat off for the King of England.  

It was his conviction that only God should receive that kind of reverence. 

There is nothing or no one other than God deserving of our reverence!   

2)  “WALK in all His ways,” – Trusting in the Lord – Seeking His will.  

Far too many people seek God’s will when it seems easy or pleasing to their desires.  

But it is the committed Christian that really desires to walk in all of the light God gives.  

Today we live in a world where many believe that there is no real truth.  

Moral Relativism is raging in our world today.   

As followers of Christ –we know that Real Truth exists.  

We hold Real Truth right here in our hands. (hold up The Bible)  

If you & I are going to “WALK in all His ways”; it starts with an unrelenting pursuit of God thru His Word and prayer – 

understanding our need for total dependence on Him for everything!  

We must be totally committed to a godly way of life: The way of holiness.  

As Jesus said in Matthew 26:39, “Not as I will, but as You will.”  

3) “LOVE Him.” 

To really love God is to have a real relationship with Him – God desires that from each of us.  

The more time we spend with Him in His Word and prayer; the more we will know Him which naturally leads to the more we 

will love Him.  

When I first started dating Delaine, the more time I spent with her, the more I knew that I wanted her to become my wife. 

Since the day she became my wife, I have learned far more about her and I have learned that I love her more and more and I 

praise God everyday for His precious gift of Delaine to me. 

The more time we spend with God, the more we get to know Him and His character; who He is.  

The more we know who He is & all He has done, the more we love Him and want to bring Him glory in all we do. 

The more we love God – the more we desire the things God loves and hate the things God hates. 

Psalm 119:103: “How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” 

Psalm 119:105: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” 

Spending time with God & saturating ourselves in His Word & prayer will increase our love for God.  

4) “Serve the LORD your God will all your heart and with all your soul,” 

How do we “Serve God will all our heart and with all our soul”? 

It starts with Fear the LORD your God, Walk in all His ways, and love Him. 

It is then that God becomes our primary focus – our passion!   

Serve the Lord means being His hands and feet all for His glory.  

Seeking and listening to God and following where He leads. 

Matthew 25:35-40: For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 

was a stranger and you invited me in, 
 
I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 

prison and you came to visit me.’ “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 

thirsty and give you something to drink? 
 
When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe 

you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 
 
“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did 

for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’  

God isn’t only calling on us to respond to needs here in Plainview & SE MN, He’s calling on us to impact His kingdom 

throughout the world, responding obediently to serve and reach out as He leads.  

You received an insert in your bulletin this morning letting you know ONEighty is participating in the 30-Hour Famine later this 

month. 

I encourage you to prayerfully consider how God may be leading you to come along our youth whether in prayer or as a financial 

partner as God leads.   

I pray for each of us that this would be our response to God–“Where You lead Father, I will follow.”  

5) “Observe (keep) the Lord’s Commands and decrees”  

The NAS and ESV say “To keep” – I like that better than the NIV translation of “Observe”.   

“To keep” means to put hedge about, to guard or protect.  

God’s Word repeatedly speaks “to keep the Lord’s Commands and decrees”  

Psalm 119:1-4: “Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the LORD. Blessed are they who 

keep his statutes and seek him with all their heart. They do nothing wrong; they walk in his ways. You have laid down precepts 

that are to be fully obeyed.” 

Psalm 119:9: “How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word.” 

Psalm 119:24: “Your statutes are my delight; they are my counselors.” 
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These are just a few examples in God’s Word. 

Increased obedience is the true mark of the life of a follower of Jesus Christ.  

To be Obedient in keeping the Lord’s Commands means we must stay alert.  

God’s Word gives us a warning in Hebrews 2:1:" We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so 

that we do not drift away."  

We must stay alert – “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” 1 Peter 5:8 

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy;” John 10:10 
Don’t fall into the trap of deception: 

Jesus tells us in Mark 4:18-19 through the Parable of the Sower:  

"Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word;
 
but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the 

desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.” 

As followers of Christ, are you & I growing in the fruit of the Spirit? “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” Galatians 5:22-23a 

Jesus tells us in Matthew 7:20:  “Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.” 

Satan isn’t the only one who wants to keep us from obeying & keeping God’s commands.  

We can do a pretty good of it all by ourselves.  

Sometimes we get distracted: We get preoccupied with things of secondary importance.  

God becomes #2 or #3; instead of 1
st
 & Lord of our lives.  

When we become self-centered and it becomes all about me – what happens to God?  

He’s not in the picture and He’s definitely not being honored and glorified.  

Proverbs 14:12: “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.” 

What does the Lord require of you?   

We must fear Him, trust Him, love Him, serve Him and obey Him in all we do. 

All five of these components are essential in the lives of God’s people.   

Fear (a reverence for God) is primary and love (a covenant commitment) is at the core. 

Without fear and love, our actions are nothing but legalistic efforts to gain God’s approval.  

Without the active expressions of walking in His ways (trusting), serving, and obedience;  

fear and love are dead.  

James 2:26b: “faith without deeds is dead.”   

Our actions and attitudes are interrelated and interdependent on each other!  

Verse 13 ends by describing these commands as being “for your own good” 

God’s way is always best for us.  

Doing anything else other than God’s way and will is total foolishness.  

In reality, the same level of foolishness as that of Esau who exchanged his birthright for a bowl of stew that his brother Jacob had 

cooked (Gen 25:29-34).  

Esau may have satisfied his immediate hunger, but lived to regret his foolishness.  

It never pays to live outside of God’s will, because God wants only our good, and anything contrary to His will is not good for us.  

Paul tells us in Romans 12:2b; that God’s “will is good, pleasing and perfect.”  

You & I; we may think we’re making big sacrifices to follow Christ. 

But in reality it’s no sacrifice at all; because it is the absolute best possible path to follow.  

Jesus is the one who offered the sacrifice, the perfect sacrifice.  

1 Timothy 4:8; “For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the 

present life and the life to come.” 

When we live a life of fear, trust, love, serving & obedience to God, we experience the peace and joy that only God can bring in 

this life, and we have the promise of glory; once God calls us home or Jesus returns; throughout all eternity.   

 
As we begin to wrap up this morning, we are going to take a flyover of Verses 14-22:  

We see in Verse 14: God is owner of everything.  

Gaining an understanding and grasping that truth changes our prospective radically on how we view everything He has entrusted 

to us. 

We see God’s sovereignty over the universe as the foundation for His faithfulness in Verse 15.    

Verse 16 Moses addresses the heart. “Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer.” 

We need to submit to God internally, in their heart. 

1 Samuel 15:2: “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the Lord? To obey is better 

than sacrifice…”   

A transformed heart drives our outer actions. 

Only when your hearts are right with God; can your relationships be right with God & other people.  

When your heart has been cleansed and you have been reconciled to God, there will a difference in every area of your lives.   
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“do not be stiff-necked any longer.” Another word for stiff-necked is stubborn. 

The Israelites were stubbornly refusing to surrender to God’s will in obedience; instead they walked in rebellion to God. 

What sin are you & I hanging on to?  

Is there something in our lives that God has brought conviction to our sin, but we are responding stiff-necked and stubborn and 

hanging on to it? 

 God is looking for our obedience.  

Our outer actions can fool others, but not God. God knows the heart. 

Verses 17-19 When Moses says “For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords,” 

He is distinguishing the true God from all the other gods that were worshipped throughout the land.  

But Moses goes a step further, calling God “the great God, mighty and awesome,”  

Why can Moses say this? Because Moses has an incredible intimate relationship with God.  

The more we come to know who God is and all He has done; we can’t help but grow in our understanding of God’s greatness, 

majesty, and power.  

Verses 20-22:“Fear the LORD your God and serve him. Hold fast to him and take your oaths in his name. He is your praise; 

he is your God, who performed for you those great and awesome wonders you saw with your own eyes. Your forefathers who 

went down into Egypt were seventy in all, and now the LORD your God has made you as numerous as the stars in the sky.” 

Moses makes four points: 

1) “Fear the LORD your God” 2) “serve Him” 3)”Hold fast to Him” 4) “take oaths in His name” 

In each case, there is total devotion to the Lord! 

He goes on to remind the people; God is worthy of all praise.  

Don’t ever forget the awesome wonders and miracles you saw God perform.  

Don’t ever forget the faithfulness of God and His promises to you His people.  

Moses never tires of reminding the Israelites of the great things God has done.  

You & I should never forget all the great things God has done for us.  

His mercies are new every morning, and His faithfulness never ceases and His love endures forever! 

When we begin to grasp the vast extent of God’s mercy that He toward us;  

we see what true love is and how deeply God loves us.  

The more we come to know who God is and all He has done; the more we see the magnitude of our own depravity. 

We are sinners deserving severe judgment! 

But God has chosen to show His love and mercy to all who seek Him.  

God spent all His wrath and judgment on Christ at cross for you & me! 

Jesus took your wrath – my wrath – your judgment – my judgment – your death – my death!  

That’s love! That’s mercy & grace that is unlimited. It never ends!  

Worthy is Lamb! Worthy to be praised!  

As we close this morning – if you are a follower of Jesus Christ –  

I want to encourage you. You are on a journey. 

A sanctifying journey of becoming more like Christ. 

And as we grow in Christ-likeness; we also will grow to delight in the Fear of the Lord. 

As we grow in Christ-likeness; we will grow in our love for God. 

As we grow in Christ-likeness; we will grow in our ability to walk in His ways & trusting in God’s will for us in all we do. 

As we grow in Christ-likeness; we will grow in serving – being His hands and feet to those in need.  

As we grow in Christ-likeness; we will we grow in our desire to observe (keep) the Lord's commands and decrees that He is 

giving us today for our own good. 

When we consider how great God is, we will desire to bring honor and glory to Him in all we do. 

It really comes down to abiding in Him.  

Jesus tells us in John 15:9-12 "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my 

commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. I have told you 

this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved 

you.” 
Trinity: 

When we know who God is and all He has done, 

our natural response is to fear Him, trust Him, love Him, serve Him and obey Him in all we do. 

 

May our fear of God, our sense of awe at who He is and what He has done be the response of our heart bringing honor and glory 

to Him in this life in all we do.  

I prayer that our prayer will be the same as the prayer Jesus taught and lived out as our example;  

“Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Matthew 6:10 
Amen! Amen!   Let’s Pray   


